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Kotokoli, Tem of Togo 

 
 

Send us your photo of the 
Kotokoli to display here. 

Submit People Photo:  
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Kotokoli, Tem of Togo 

 

Profile Text

More than 200,000 Kotokoli live in the West African country 
of Togo. Another smaller group can also be found in the 
neighboring country of Benin. In Togo, they are 
concentrated in towns such as Sokode, which is located 
along one of Togo's ancient caravan routes. The settlement 
was given the name Sokode, which means "to close," 
because the town was frequently isolated by barriers built 
by tribal groups trying to control the caravan trade. The 
Kotokoli emigrated from what is now Burkina Faso into the 
Sokode region during the 1600's and 1700's. They arrived 
as a confederation of Gurma chiefdoms. Even today, the 
Kotokoli chief, or Uro, still resides in Sokode.  
 
In time, the Kotokoli developed a reputation for sharp and 
perhaps underhanded dealings in trade. The local 
merchants became annoyed and began calling them koto 
kolim, which means "they give and take back again." 
Eventually, the group became known as the Kotokoli. They 
are more properly known, however, as the Tem or Temba, 
because they speak Tem, a Niger-Congo language.  
 
What Are Their Lives Like?  
The Kotokoli are primarily farmers, growing sorghum and 
yams as their staple crops. Millet, maize, beans, okra, 
groundnuts, and pumpkins are also raised. A variety of 
animals are kept, including cattle, donkeys, goats, sheep, 
pigs, and chickens. The cattle are used for religious 
sacrifices, marriage payments, and hides; their manure is 
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also used for fertilizer. Although the Kotokoli drink milk, they 
do not milk their own animals. Rather, the milking is 
performed by the neighboring Fulani herdsmen, who are 
hired to help tend to the herds.  
 
The Kotokoli men's responsibilities involve tending to the 
livestock, clearing the land, and performing most of the 
agricultural labor. The women's responsibilities include 
gathering nuts, berries, wild grasses, and building materials 
from the forests; helping their husbands with the harvest; 
and performing all of the household chores. The highly 
developed art of trading is another important activity. The 
Kotokoli merchants regularly attend the local markets to 
trade their goods.  
 
Most of the Kotokoli live in houses that have round mud 
walls, with dirt floors, and cone-shaped, thatched straw 
roofs. The homes are clustered together in family 
compounds around a central courtyard. Surrounding most 
clusters is an enclosure, usually a high mud wall, so that 
outsiders cannot see inside the compound. Each local 
community has a ritual headman (usually the oldest in the 
lineage), who has the responsibility of maintaining good 
relations and social order among his people. The headman 
answers to the district chief, who answers to the Uro 
(supreme chief).  
 
Kotokoli marriages are usually arranged by the parents 
while the boy and girl are still infants. Before a marriage is 
complete, a bride-service must be performed by the 
prospective groom. This means that the young man must 
work on the farm of the girl's parents for a certain period of 
time. A substantial bride-price in livestock is also given to 
the family of the bride. Acceptance of these and other gifts 
donated by the groom makes the couple's union legitimate. 
Polygyny (having multiple wives) is permitted among the 
Kotokoli. However, according to Muslim law, a man must 
not have more than four wives. The first wife enjoys a 
superior status over the other wives. Each wife lives in a 
separate hut.  
 
The Kotokoli have retained their old custom of praise 
singing. Throughout the country of Togo, during public 
occasions, the Kotokoli recite their family lineage and praise 
their chiefs for their heroic deeds. Praises to the chiefs are 
offered by a musician playing a flute, rather than through 
singing. The Kotokoli believe that praises sung orally are 
too crude, and that the voice does not do justice to the 
deserving chiefs.  
 
What are their beliefs?  
The Kotokoli were first exposed to the Islamic religion 
though contacts with the Hausa and Fulani herdsmen in the 
1700's. By the mid-1800's, Kotokoli territory had been 
swept by Muslim influence, causing religious wars in the 
area. Although the Uro (chief) tried to rid his country of the 
Muslim mercenaries, he was unsuccessful. The Kotokoli 
eventually converted to Islam in the 1800's after the 
Chokossi people further spread their Muslim beliefs 
throughout Kotokoli territory.  
 
Today, almost all of the Kotokoli are Muslim, as is the 
current Uro. They faithfully follow the practices of Islam. 
These include affirming that Allah is the only god and 
Mohammed is his prophet, praying five times a day, giving 
alms generously, fasting during the month of Ramadan, and 
making at least one pilgrimage to Mecca if possible.  
 
What are their needs?  
The Kotokoli have many physical and educational needs. 
Christian medical teams, humanitarian aid workers, and 
teachers may have the greatest opportunity to share the 
love of Jesus with the Kotokoli in practical ways. Increased 
missions efforts and evangelistic materials are also needed 
to reach these people with the message of salvation. Above 
all, teams of intercessors are needed to faithfully stand in 
the gap for these precious people, tearing down the barriers 
that keep them separated from the Truth. Only then will 
they be able to receive the Gospel as it is presented to 
them.  
 
Prayer Points  
Ask God to send forth long-term missionaries into West 
Africa to work among the Kotokoli. Ask God to send 
Christian medical teams and humanitarian aid workers to 

Geography
Country: Togo 

Country Code: TO
Continent: Africa 

Region: West and Central Africa
10/40 Window: No

Population in this Country: 308,000
Location within Country: Kara Region, Bafilo Subprefecture; Central Region, Tchoudjo 

and Sotouboua prefectures. 
(Source: www.ethnologue.com) 

 

 Submit Update: People
People Name This Country: Kotokoli, Tem 

People Name General: Kotokoli 
Alternate People Names: Cotokoli Tem

Temba Tim

People Code: 105270 
Population in this Country: 308,000
Population in all Countries: 390,000 

Least-Reached: No
  

 Ethnic Tree 

Affinity Bloc: Sub-Saharan African
People Cluster: Gur

People Name General: Kotokoli
Ethnic / Culture Code: NAB56a 

  
 Submit Update:  Language

Primary Language: Tem 
Language Code (15th): kdh Ethnologue Listing       Rosetta Stone Listing
Language Code (14th): KDH

Total Languages Spoken: 1 
  

 Submit Update: Religion
Primary Religion: Islam 

Religion Sub-division: Sunni
% Christian Adherents: 7.00 %

% Evangelical: 0.20 %
  

 Joshua Project Progress Indicators  
Least-Reached: No 
Progress Scale: 2.1 Few, if any, known believers. Adherents >5%. 

Need-Ranking Score: 58 Details
Ministry Commitment: Yes (2002)

Church Planting Team: Yes (2002)
100+ Believers:

  

 Other Progress Indicators *  
Global Evangelical Status: Level 1 Less than 2% Evangelical. Some evangelical 

resources available, but no active church planting 
within past 2 years

Agency Progress (API): Level 3 Multiple agencies involved
Church Progress (CPI): Level 3 Group of churches

 

 Submit Update: Bible Translation Status
Bible Portions: Help start a Bible Translation

New Testament: Help create a NT recording
Complete Bible:

  
 Submit Update:  Ministry Tools and Links

Film / Video: Jesus Film Listing
Audio Recordings: Global Recordings Listing
Radio Broadcast: Radio Broadcasting Listing

  
 Register Ministry Activity: Ministry Activity
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minister to the physical needs of the Kotokoli.  
Pray that God will give the few Kotokoli believers boldness 
to share Christ with their friends and families.  
Take authority over the spiritual principalities and powers 
that are keeping the Kotokoli bound.  
Pray that African Christians will be compelled to take the 
Gospel to their unreached neighbors.  
Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin to 
intercede for the Kotokoli.  
Pray that local churches will be planted among the Kotokoli 
of Togo and Benin. 
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View Kotokoli, Tem in all countries. 

 

 

Prayer Points / Links
PrayerGuard.net 
  

Web Profile Links Submit Profile Links:  

www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ethnic_groups
www.ksafe.com/profiles/clusters/8064.html
www.sim.org/pg.asp?pgID=50&fun=1
 

Web Audio Links Submit Audio Links:  

media.inspirationalfilms.com/?id=kdh00
www.globalrecordings.net/langcode/KDH
www.everytongue.com

Description: Register your ministry activity among this people group. 
Contact the Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse to learn about 
others that might be focused on this people group. 
 

 Data Sources

Kotokoli, Tem of Togo 

* Notes: � Joshua Project does not have specific ministry activity data supporting the "Other Progress Indicators."  
� Discrepancies may exist between "Other Progress Indicators" because of the varying sources of information.  
� Percentages may be printed as '0.00%' because of space limitations, but some are slightly greater than zero.  
� The exactness of the above numbers can be misleading. Numbers can vary by several percentage points or more.  
� People group population figures are now maintained as a percentage of the national population. Click here for details.  
� Country totals occasionally differ substantially from the UN (see Bhutan for example) if confirmed by reliable sources.  
� Joshua Project does not know the exact content of web audio recordings. In general they are Bible reading and teaching.  
� Significant effort is made to match photos with exact people groups, but in some instances photos may be representative 

of the people cluster rather than the specific people group.  
� As on-site realities are understood, barriers of acceptance may be found in many of the larger people groups that will 

require multiple distinct church planting efforts.  
� This data contains errors and needs continual correcting and updating. Click here to send feedback.  
� Click here for list of data sources  
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